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AN

NARRATIVE
OF THE
Hardfhips, and Cruel Sufferings,

Underwent by the CREW of the TER-
RIBLE PrivaTeer, Captain
WILLIAM DEATH.

FXHXKXS Came from Newfoundland
Eo o oX i\ \he Penzance Man of
§f I @& War, of Forty-guns, (where
¥ 2 ¥ ] was Mafter at Arms, ) about
Esdson fix Months before I entered
on board the Terrible Privateer of London,
Capt. William Death. 1 might have had
any other of his Majefty's Ships, by ap-
plying to any Commander, and producing -
the Certificates of my Servitude, but my
Inclination lead me another Way; I was
willing to try my Fortune at Privateering.
Az Ac-
www.1812privateers.org
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Accodingly, October 1756, 1 coter'd my-
fclf on board the Terrible, in the Poft of
Litutenant of Marines. She mounted
Eighteen Guns upon our Main-Deck, Six
and Nipe Pounders, and Six fmall Car-
riage-Guns upon our Quarter-Deck, be-
Gides Gwivkls ;. and having got het rigg'd,
&¢. we fell down to Deptford. v
flaid a fhort Time to get every Thing
ready for our Cruize, and then fail'd for
the Hope, at which Place our Owners
came on board, and paid us our Advance-
Morey. There was a Ship lying at the
Hope, from Cales, which we heard had
contraband Goods on board, and being un-
willing to let any Thing fip by us, we
boarded her immediately, and we have
Hopes (he will be condemn'd as a lawful
Prize.

* As foon as the Ship's Company was
paid, we gave our Owners at their De-
parture, a Salute with our Great-Guns,
weigh'd Anchor, and fail'd to the Dons
in the higheft Spirits imaginable.

Wi
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We ftay'd a thost Time in the. Downs,
and fal'd from thence to Phmouth, In
our Paffige to Phmourh we had hard
Gales of Wind, which pretty well try'd
fome of our People, who had not been
at Sea.  We ftay'd.about ten Days at Ply-
mouth, getting in Stores and Provifions,
and feveral Seamen enter'd on board us,
About the cighth of December, 1756, we
fet @il from Plhmouth, on our intended
Cruize.

W had on board, when we left Pl
mouth, Two Hundred and Three Men
and Boys. After we had clear'd the Land.
our Ship's Company grew very fickly, and
our Men dy'd very fatt. At Break of
Day, on the 23d of December, 1756, the
Man at the Maft-head, {py'd a Sail, about
Lat. 47. We crowded all the Sail we could
after her. Finding the could not get from
us, fhe hawl'd up her Courfes, and lay
to for us.  When we came within Gup-
{hot, we fired at her, and fhe returned it
keeping up a Sort of running Fight. but
atlat, geting pretty clofe, a fmart k-
gugemant began, (be fighting us.Broad-

fide,
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fide, and Broadfide; two Hours beforé (he
ftruck,

We-loft in the- Engagethent, Fobn
Dmtb our Fourth Licutenant, the Maf-
ter at-Arms, the Ship’s Barber, and onc
Foremaftmah. One Ball kill'd Licut:
Death, the'Mafter at Arms, and the Bar-
bet. The Mafter at Arms had one of his
Arms, and Patt of his Body tore away ;
in this bloody Condition he was carry’d
down to the Surgeon, who, faying it was
impoffible to fave his Life, and the poor
Man finding himfelf dying, bravely, in his
Jaft Moments, fung the Song of, Britons
firike bome! and expic'd with the Words in
his Mouth. Part of Licut. Dearh’s Bowels
flew into a Man's Face that ftood near him,
whe being cover'd with Blood, was advifed
to go down to the Surgeon, upon which he
reply'd, D——n it, I don't feel myfelf burt,
its Time to go drwn, when I can fland no
longer.

Tux Ship provid to be the Alexander,
bound from San Domingo, to Old France ;
fbe had Englifh Prifoncrs on board her,

that
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that fhe had taken iny her Voyage. There
were, likewife, on board, two Ladics of
Fortune, who came on board. us, with
their Watches by their Sides, and-richly
drefs'd ;. who were treated by Capt, Death,
and the whole Crew, with the greateft
Humani:y and Politene(s, Capt. Death ag-
commodating them with his own Cgbia,
and made the beft Shift he could for, him-
felf.  But his Courtefy-was ill rewarded
by thefe French Rafcals, 3 the Beader wif
find in the Sequel! !
i

W reckon’d her to-be as rich a:Prize,
as any that had been taken at that Time,
for onc Ship’s Company to fhare; my
Share being computed at Five Hundred
Pounds.” We repair'd the Prize, ;and got
her ready as well as we could, -the: being
in a {hatter'd Condition, and it was agreed
upon, to make the bef} of qur Way to
Plymouth.

As we were on our Paffage to Pj-
mauth, on the 26th of December, in the
Afternoon, in about Lat, 48, 22, we faw
¢wo fail to Windward of us, Little Wind

on
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on the 27th, in the Morning, we faw the
two fame Ships, one of whom came righe
down upon s; fhe proved 16 be :szdw

Privateer of Thirty-fix Guns, afid Thre
Hurdred ‘and Fifty-Men, call'd”’the lm-
gm:e,belongng to 8¢."Maioes.  SKe cime
otidérobr Sterd, and ‘rak’d as fore and aft,
which Kill'd- 2 N&b{bﬂ of our H'ands
Weliad ﬁdfbn Hodid bur Prize, 17
ling, “the Fieft' apt,” wil
¥igndd Which the' Veggtanu fir'd
coming down to us, and" the Priz¥ tétirn-
ed the Fire very, fm:ﬂ¥ and continyed
fo'i6He, " during thie whole Engagément.
Conﬁiemg ‘the fardlFNamber of 'Hands
M. Catling had, fre'l ‘Behdv'd with yicom-
imoh:Bidvery, and Refolution. The Ter-
rible and Vengeance,' “lag ‘Board and Board
acohfidérable "Pime, fo- clofe " tHat, theic
Anchor wis foul of our Botw. * The firft
Brogdils' we: gave them, we kill'd their
Captain, and upwards of Sixty of their
Hands, befides what was wounded. We
beﬁgvard.m i Yard-arm, and they
hemg above douM‘e ‘our Number, they
had 2’ grnt Advantage over us, by hm;‘mg
. their
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Gssic Tops full of Men, who. dropt us
with their Small Arms, like. Birds.

It is impofiible to deferibe thé bold
and undaunted Behaviour of bEp Offfcers
Men! M. Withy, our Third Lighté-
after a Ball had graz'd ot his Face
¢ Hair of Kis Wig almott Gibgd off,
brandithing his Cutlag, calfd ‘out;! (e b
Viard, ve French Ddg; if yout dovel’ and
I xarm ye! 16%ds 2 Mirdele be e
d with his_ Life, for his beld" Béha
our fo exalperated thie Prench, ‘thit they
levelld at him' feverdl Titnes, but hag-
pily for him, he $§ now alive and ‘well,
and both ready 20d #lllipg to take a*fuit-
able Revenge. P T

Carr. DeaTH, odr g@lh’m C‘qn)imd-
der, behav'd like ah Héro; ‘aftér'he had
received two Balls in hjs Left-Side syhich
went thro'him, hebeld his Left-hand fo the
Wounds, and with the other grafping his
Sword, he for along Time ga
and cheer'd and anjmated his Me
nothing had happen’d, nor was ﬁé%h{c_‘rv'd
40 <hange his Countenance. Never was

B * "a hotter
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ian “this, while it
ning in Stredms out
It was a difmal

e ‘éﬁ‘f"‘m

Ay, feeing moft of his
M arder ﬂlrﬂ:a Eolours to be
,ﬂ!uz;‘](,,Mr,W;/bJ $ryd out, Dear, Capt.
Dranm, fet.us fight Gll ave die; let us die,
ratber, than be taken by.the French Dugs; to
Capt. Die g1 reply'd, It is in
ta. fland it out, any lon ftr You fer
o1y Men,gre alm) ,dll dq And order'd
(h: Colours to* ﬂruc which was ‘ac-
cordmgly donc ; on which Licut. Catling
in lhc ize did the fame, after fighing
xh: 126, with uq?a[;llcld Brav:ry,

W AT is moft fbockmg. and deferves
the’ Iud:gnmon and Refentment of all trye
Englifbmeri s, that Capl Dearureceived
a Mu{k;: Shot in his Back, ‘after onr Co-
lourg, wer: ftruck, an "Action contrary to
the kulq of War; and what ought to
hcld in the utmoft Abhorrenee. ~ Thls

Woynd
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Wound was the Gaufe'of - his Death, ; for
tis probable, he might. haye recoverd of
the others.  They,foon.after ftript himyof
his Watch, and what. elfe- was. valuable;,
and threw into the.Sea. . ; % =it

Berore we -ftruck .we kill'd;One
Hundred and Thirty-6ive of the Enemy,
by their own Accounts ; our Ship beiag
painted black, and cutting a grim Figure,
the. French faid, when they broaght-.us
into Port, that they had taken a.Ship full
of Devils; for nothing lefs they faid,
could have made fo terrible a Refiftance
againft 2 Force fo much fuperior to
us.

WaEeN Orders were given to ftrike,
David Bowers, our Boatfwain, who had
behaved like a bold Engli/p Tar, cry'd
out, with a Mixture of Anger, and Gricf,
Dear Captain, don't flrike yet! D—g
my Eyes, let's have t'other Broadfide ot "em |
The Wards were no fooner out of his
Mouth, than a Cannon-Ball took off his
Head. 1 heartily pity his Fate,. we hay.-
ing loft in him a brave Seaman.

B2 I uore
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‘I "obE the Reader will excufe my
‘mehtiohing thefe Particulars, and the
Midner In which they were fpoke. I
havitg Ao other View i it, than to (hew
the Spirit of the'Men. It is very cer-
win, the French might have boarded
wve, having ‘many Advantages, both in
Refpoct ‘to Numbers, and the Size of
their! Bhip; but the bold, and defperate
Behaviour of the whole Crew, terrify'd
their Men fo much, that they never made
the Attempt.

I coMz now to relate the moft me-
lancholty Scene of all, which will thew
my Brother Seamen, what they are to ex-
pett from the pretended Generolity of the
French.  When they came ‘on board us,
a3 I faid before, the Deck was: cover'd
with our Men, fome dead, and many
with-their Arms and Legs off, and other-
wife Wounded : Numbers of thofe' who
were *wounded, might have recover'd
withynipcr Care; ‘but, thefe barbarous
Villafts, > having rio more Regard to the
Libing‘(hm the Deed, tumbled: all over-
board, in Spite-of their Difinal Cries for

Mercy,
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Mercy, which would have pierc'd any
Heart, but that:of a French-man. . They
then began to ftrip, and plunder us into
our Shirts, and fome they ftript to the
Skin. I had a Cheft of good Cloaths,
which they foon rummagd. As I was an
-Officer on hoard, I did net -think they
would fkrip me, it being very-cold Wea-
ther, but I was miftaken ; they began
with me likewife, and ftript me into my
Shirt; I happen'd to have the worft on
of my whole Stock, or they would have
taken that too. Hard Fate, thus for Men,
who had behav'd fo gencroufly to them,
and fought fo bravely. I always thought
’till now, that Courage was a Recommen-
dation to the Mercy of a conquering Ene-
my, but we found it otherwife. ,The
Weather being fevere, we were in a pe-
rithing Condition, but, by good Luck, 1
pick'd up an old Canvas Jacket, a Fremch-
man bad dropt on the Deck,  which
was of great Service to me. After they
had beat us about unmercifully yith theic
Catlafles, they put fome of us in. double
Irons on board the Terrsble, and the Ref
they put on board the Vengeance, their own
Privatecr,
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. Pavdrssein adifoob{Hle; not ﬁ@aﬂgﬂ
O Balf o NumnBer: 2They lodk dras i
a&tmbﬂw&wﬂs, and"we pafied
Mwm n?mn[hlwmd Mannmfy‘ef, lys
othetDand: teirify'd wi
of‘wfdyin‘gcompdﬂwb:,
mﬁnml#ate Nho wete alive could
Relief. -~ We riade
Axr iﬂd Water, b{n

e’ rext | Mommg, bcmg the - 28!h
of ‘Decénber, wheh they came to 1ok at
l'r{,'!ﬁ‘ey'h‘:wld Twenty—ﬁvcn of ‘the
poor? Witetchies” out: of the *Holé- who
were finibther'd to'Dedth,  They hawl'd
thém uporrDétk, and thirew them over-
board, likefs manyDogs, taking no more
Notice! of ‘it; than'if nothmg Had hap—
Péd’tf‘ Wel that wefe’ fiving,” wére in 4"

weak Condition, and“deftitate &f Cover-
ing; 4nd"Neceflariés 6f*all’ Kinds-> We
nmgﬁf’d/ ‘that  this*¢tuel Treatnient was

. otwing to our killing their Captain,
Nohib ¢ ‘a Man- in- great Efteem with
|hem Thzy kept-us fifteen Days in this

difmal
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difiihP Fole, $h wi:l{:"’ll"nlmew rrived
t St \Mnlall AL 10e Uty
i <Guns, 4nd> hﬁ:ﬂ

’ veep
fickly;~and fothing:ta conifort;asl *Onif
Linibs:béing ndmb'd with ‘Coldg (it bed
ing iamary; ):idad: thaving little 61 sn0y
thing to:fécure s from the': Inclemency
of: the' Weather, isveccoujd notowilk. fafk
enoughi; “which mdde) the, Guards: lay.on
us unrercifully with théir Cuglafles ;. the
People, ‘at the fame Timé; comjng from
all Parts of: the“Fown, “hallowing at -us;
and calling us badNames; ‘all the Way
we went, ! ‘il we came'to :hUPn{an V

‘WhEN we were put into’ zh;Enfpn,
we found it 2 moft  difmal Plhcw t'being
the County Goal-for “Thieves. -~ We' did
not ftay here long before manyrof:us lof
the Ufe of ourLithbs, ‘and weresfent ts
an Hofpital. When - we ‘were: recovaifd;
we were fent back to the Goal;rwhere wi

i were
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'were dlmoft flarv'd, pus Allowance being
But fons!Saus ‘4 Day, which is no morg
thanoAmiospence : Bnglifh. Money :. We
being oblig'd to lay it out with the Gaaler,
madeit ftill worfe, for what we could buy
in1eH8 MPown; fdr: oher:Sobfe bes made¢ us
- g fes: - Wieonled| to join =/ Ttifle
qutofrauk fall Allewance o buyas 2
it Charcod] to ngafeid Firgrapd we
hed 1ip ofHier Pldco 16 thake:it inibit sthece
we:eafed duvlelyes - T this Rinking Hole
wented!to] fithemotning our bard Fate,
6l ¥ becoming:: too- full to hold ua;; we
were fakers out, »and: thay ,march'd’ us to
8t Soveby’s; "4 Pobt (wthere they. :built 2
gecat mamy> PriviRem.: At this: Rlace
they: embark’d s -onolivacd & large: Baat
and cadied s wp A'River to the City of
Dinaini:‘: When:we agsiged there we were
guarded to the Caftle, a noted Place for
confirfing{1Bnglifh - Prifavers of War: In
‘one-ofiithe> Bodms: ihese  was put-were
4 graavnany. podt Saul’s like myfelf; al-
#dftnaked and: fyll. of - Vermin; - There
wera four pretty Jarge Ropms in the Caltle
. Wefidesa fosv-listle Ropens, © In the Room
Jiwaa i avgre upwards of ope Hundred
: and
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und Eighty Men, and we were (0. crouded
that we;lay. one ypon:another,  Opr Bed-
ding was Straw, a,fmall Bupdle of which
-was to_ferve Eight Men twelve Days, at
the End of which it was like Chaff, apd
(o loufy, that, together with the Clofenefs
and Naffingfa. of. the Plege,. 3 Sickncfs
\broke out which carried Npmbers of us
.oft, Nise or Ten dying af 2 Day. - It was
:a difmal Sight to fa¢ wsrearrying our Dead
to be buried, fow'd up.in & Piece.of Hop-
fack, andlaid.ona Plank, with two Sticks
put under the Plank. and casried by-four
of us to each Corps,. guarded. by 2 Pasty
of Soldiers with their Bayonets . fix'd,
driving us along likc:a Parcel of Sheep.
. We buried our Dead.in 2 Ficld abous half
a Mile from the Caftle. The Field was
left for that Purpofe by a charitable Pro-
teftant Lady, who left 2 Sous a Day for
Englifp Prifoners of War. We ace con-
tinually frrounded with Soldiets, who
abufe us and ufe us as they pleafe ; if we
.mzke the leaft Murmuring, we are im-
mediately clapt into the Cryboe, a difmal
Place under Ground, where we are kept
till they think proper to Jetus odt. ~ The

C French
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French Interpreter, when we complain’d
to hiin’ of the Clofenefs of our Confine-
ment, made anfwer,! D———n ye, you
Englith' Bougres, why don't you dic fafter
and make more Room. d

On the Firft of Fune the Brigades who
guarded us’ were: order'd out of. Dinain,
but before they march'd they. took feveral
-Englifb and Irifb Prifoners out of the Goal
and ilifted -them by Force ; after they
march’d, the Militia of the Town did Duty
over us. About the 14th of Fune they
fitted out three ftout Ships from St. Malses,
the' French Officers came to the Prifon of
Dinain, and enterd moft Part of the
Diitch, Spaniards, and other Foreigners
taken in the Engli/h Service to go on board
them,

N o fooner were the Brigades gone than
our Ufage became more intollerable than
before. The Governor being a Man much
addited to Drinking, would come two or
three times a week in his Cups and beat
us about for his Diverfion, calling us
Englifh Bougres, and other bad Names,

if
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if we made the leaft Reply ‘we were fure
to be put into the Cufboe.

Tise poor Obje@s who lay dying in Hof-
pitals, four orfive in aBed, were continually
pefter'd with Priefts, who made Ufe of
cvery Argument to induce them to em-
brace the Roman Catholick Faith: One
of our Crew was perpetually harraficd
by an Irifb Friar; who, one Day came
and affured him, that he would undoubt-
edly be damn'd, if he died a Heretick,
but, the poor Fellow, bluntly told him,
That ke floi'd be bery glad, if be wn'd
zgive kim a gond Proteflant Prayer, but
led be damn'd, and dowble damn'd, before
Ie'd turn Papitt!  Were it not for the
Grace of God, the poor Fellow might
be in Hell, (fooner, perhaps, than was
agrecable to him,) for he was not much
given to Devotion;  nay, 1 doubt, whe-
ther he could fay the Lord's-Prayer; but
be kept to his Integrity, for he was
determined to be damn'd on his own
Way, rather than turn. He dy'd that
Night, and kept his Senfes to the
lait, feeming to be griev'd more at the
Thuughts
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Thbughts 6f pardhg with his Compa-
nions, than from any other Confidera-
tion. What is more extraordinary the
Friar was found dead in his Bed the
next Morning: Whether they had any
Converfation together afterwards, on the
farme Subje, is uncertain.

BuT at length the happy Day of our
Deliverance arriv'd, for on the 7th of
Auguft we embark'd on board the Bar-
#ington Tender, a Cartel-(lip, being about
Forty-five in Number, including the brave
Mr. Catling the Firit Lieutenant of the
Terrible, Mr. Witky the Third Licutenant,
Mr. Pouge, Mate, Mr. Harman, Ganner,
g‘;b" Bell, Boatfwain's Mate, Mr. R

idthipman, Yobn Branncr, Gunner's}
and Samuel Berry, Captn}n's Cockfon.

s
ate,

Tuere was above 256 Englifb Prifoners
on board the Barrington Tender, many of
whom belong'd to Shirley's and Pepperel's
Regiments taken at 0

We of the Terrible, who had fuffer'd fuch
great Hardth'ps, fearing that we hould be
prefd
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prefs'd before we had had the Pleafure of
fecing our Wives and Families once more,
agreed, with a Number of other Sufferers,
who were bound to Plymouth, to land our-
felves at Salcombe,

@
e
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